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REVISED LAWS, CHAPTER 12. 
OF THE ASSESSMENT OF TAXES. 


[extract] 


Section 56. The assessors shall make, upon the books furnished under the provisions of section fifty-eight, a list of the valuation 
and the assessment thereon, in the following manner :— In separate columns the valuation of the stock in trade of each person, the num- 
ber and value of his live stock and the valuation of machinery used in manufacturing establishments. In another column marked ‘All 
other ratable estate” the aggregate valuation of all the other personal estate shall be entered. The total amount of the taxable personal 
property shall be shown, but without other detail or specification than is provided herein. Before the taxes are committed for col- 
lection they shall deposit the books, or an attested copy thereof, in their office or, if there is no office, with their chairman, for public 
inspection. 

Suction 57. The first part of the list shall exhibit the valuation and assessment of the polls and estates of the inhabitants assessed ; 
the second part shall exhibit the valuation and assessment of the estates of non-resident owners, and shall contain in separate columns, 
the names of the non-resident owners of the property assessed, or such description of them as can be given, their places of abode, if 
known, the description of their estate, the true value of such estate, and the tax thereon. 

Suction 58. The secretary of the commonwealth shall provide each city and town, on or before the first day of May annually, 
suitable books for the use of the assessors in the assessment of taxes, which shall contain blank columns, with uniform headings 
for a valuation list, and blank tables for aggregates, in the following form :— 
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Srcrion 59. The assessors shall enter in the books so furnished the valuation’and assessment of the polls and estates of the 
inhabitants assessed, as directed in the headings of the various columns and as follows : — 

Stock in trade shall include all goods, wares and merchandise at home or abroad, of ratable estate, whether paid for or otherwise. 
Machinery shall include steam engines. 

In cotton and linen factories state number of spindles and looms-used in each. 

In woollen factories state number of sets of cards used in each. 

State the value of each building described including therein water-wheels but excluding land and water power and machinery used 
in the building. 

In description of lots of land state the number of quartz-sand beds, stone quarries and ore beds therein. 

Srcrion 60. The assessors shall fill up the table of aggregates by an enumeration of the necessary items included in the lists 
of valuation and assessments required by law, and shall annually, on or before the first day of October, deposit in the office of the 
secretary of the commonwealth an attested copy of the same, containing, — First. The number of residents assessed on property, 
specifying the number of individuals and the number of firms, corporations, associations, institutions, trustees, and so forth. 
Second. The number of non-residents assessed on propérty, specifying the number of individuals and the number of firms, cor- 
porations, associations, institutions, trustees, and so forth. Third. ‘The whole number of persons assessed, specifying the number 
assessed for a tax on property and the number assessed fora poll tax only. Fourth. The number of polls assessed. Fifth. The 
tax on each poll. Sixth. The value of personal estate assessed, specifying the value of the same excluding resident bank stock, and 
the value of resident bank stock. Seventh. ‘The value of real estate assessed, specifying the value of buildings exclusive of land 
and of land exclusive of buildings. Eighth. The total valuation of assessed estate in the city or town. Ninth. The tax for 
state, county and city or town purposes, including overlayings, specifying the amount assessed on personal estate, on real estate and 
on polls. Tenth. The rate of total tax per one thousand dollars. Eleventh. The number of horses assessed. Twelfth. The 
number of cows assessed. Thirteenth. The number of sheep assessed. Fourteenth. The number of neat cattle, other than cows, 
assessed. Fifteenth. The number of swine assessed. Sixteenth. The number of dwelling-houses assessed. Seventeenth. The 
number of acres of land assessed. Eighteenth. The number and value of fowl assessed. 

The city of Boston may deposit said copy in the office of the secretary annually on or before the first day of November. 

Srcrion 61. ‘The assessors of cities and towns, except the city of Boston, shall, on or before the first day of October in the 
year nineteen hundred and four and in every third year thereafter, deposit in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth, in hooks 
to be by him provided for the purpose, a copy of the assessors’ valuation-books of those years, to be by them certified under oath. 
Said assessors shall also annually, on or before the first day of October, and the assessors of the city of Boston, on or before the first 
day of November, in like manner deposit an attested copy of the table of aggregates required by the provisions of the preceding section. 

Srorion 62. If the board of assessors of any city or town neglect to comply with the provisions of any of the three preceding 
sections, each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit not more than two hundred dollars. 

Section 63. The books provided by the secretary of the commonwealth for the use of the assessors shall contain a copy of this 
and of the seven preceding sections, and such certificates as are required by law to be signed by the assessors, with such explanatory 
notes as he considers necessary to secure uniformity of returns under the several headings. He shall annually compile and cause to 
be printed for the use of the general court the aggregate returns from the cities and towns arranged by counties, so as to exhibit the 
total valuation of the towns, cities, counties, and the commonwealth. 

Section 94. If the assessors of a city or town ascertain that the aggregate valuation of such city or town has been diminished 
since the first day of May of the preceding year, they shall return with the table of aggregates, or with the books, which they are 
required by sections sixty and sixty-one to deposit in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth, a statement in writing, under 
oath, of the causes which in their opinion have produced such diminution. If the assessors neglect to comply with the requirements 
of this section, each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit not more than two hundred dollars. 
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